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     We have had an interesting few years in transportation advocacy.  We have watched

services diminish and struggle to come back on board and we have watched as a new

influx of interested parties have joined in on coalition activities. All of this is positive. It

shows us what is sustainable and what needs to be changed in our rapid-paced world.

One of the highlights of the challenges we have faced over the last few years is seeing

how people are reevaluating their lives and how it is changing our everyday life. 

As many of you know I have helped to co-found an advocacy group called Go Liv Co.

These determined folks (about 30 plus people as I write this) have joined together to

really focus on Non Motorized transportation in all forms. They almost instantly agreed

to fully embrace the LCTC and join as part of our coalition's efforts. For that I will

always be truly grateful to them. Non motorized transportation was a distant part of

the Transit Master Plan and as the goals are getting checked off as it relates to

motorized transportation in the county, we are still VERY lacking in non motorized 

 systems when compared to other counties in Michigan and across the country, and

the world as a whole. 

As the county and its communities are seeking and receiving funds from relief

packages and other programs that can aid in infrastructure development, we need to

continue to advocate for transportation to be all inclusive and robust here in our

county. The need is there, the public is asking for these changes more than ever, and it

is now our job to relay that message to the decision makers in the county to help

them understand the need. We need decisions that align with our community needs

and decisions that benefit our community now and into the future. What a great

economic driver it would be to add amenities in our communities like scheduled bus

service, on demand ride sharing, a Brighton Region Transit Hub, trails and pathways to

interconnect ALL parks & ALL paths to ALL city centers. This is message you will hear

from me time and time again, until there is only a need to maintain what we have.  
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   Transportation is an essential service for seniors in any community.  It provides a means for seniors to handle essential

needs such as doctors’ appointments, grocery shopping, and handling their financial affairs. It can also help them

connect and participate in hobbies and activities as well spend time with friends and family. It is an important

component to healthy aging in place and boosting emotional well-being. Community transportation services are a way

to connect seniors to these essential services. Senior Centers can also help fulfill that need by providing a specialized

transportation service just for seniors. 

The Hartland Senior and Activity Center transportation program is essential to seniors and those with disabilities or

financial challenges making driving themselves an impossibility. Most of our riders choose to live independently and rely

on friends and family for emergencies. They schedule rides to the store, library, senior center, doctor’s office, post office,

laundromat, bank…anywhere they would have normally driven themselves. Here are a few comments about the HSAC’s

transportation services:

           “I would be lost without it!” Diane W.

“The professionalism of the driver is impeccable, and the service is completely appreciated – I am very pleased. I use the

service for all purposes; grocery shopping, to the center to eat lunch and workout in the weight room as well as other

errands.” Matt B.

“I ride the bus because I don’t have a car and I come to the center to play pickleball, the service is very good, on time

and the drivers are very nice people. I feel secure and comfortable.” Fernando R.

The Hamburg Senior Center Bus runs Monday through Friday from 9 am to 4 pm. It will take seniors for essential trips

such as doctor visits and to the grocery store or other personal errands as well as to the senior center or out to lunch.

Here is what one senior member has to say about the service: 

“The bus provided by Hamburg Township to the Senior Center has been a blessing to people like me who are no longer

able to drive. The bus allows us to go to doctor appointments, shop for groceries, take care of our own finances at the

bank, and access other essential needs. These are the type of activities that are part of everyday life that we have done

for so long. When we can no longer do them, it takes away the control we have over our own lives. The senior bus allows

us to be independent and feel dignified as older citizens.”

 

Seniors have given to their communities for many years. It is now our turn to pay it forward and help them remain

independent and to feel dignified.

Senior Center Service 

KIM KONARSKI & JULE EDDINGS
DIRECTOR, HARTLAND SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER/  SENIOR PROGRAM DIRECTOR
HAMBURG SNEIOR CNETER 



SAFETY VOW ILRA

   The Safety Vow messaging was a result of

collaboration between Island Lake Recreation

Area (ILRA), Go-Liv-Co, and Daniel J. Horal

Foundation. Jane Horals work was crucial in

getting this project off the ground. The purpose of

this initiative was created to promote awareness

for improved Road Safety inside of the park. The

goal was to create a message that was coming

from the community and not just from the DNR.

The result was the SAFETY VOW. It brought

together behaviours and actions that have been

shown to create greater safety for motorized and

non-motorized participants. 

The first is to limit speeds and so the first letter of

the SAFETY VOW is Speed limit is 25 MPH. Other

recommendations are to Always pay attention,

Focus on the road ahead. In addition, it has been

shown that making eye contact between drivers,

walkers and bikers is always a good idea. Bicyclist

are also encouraged to wear visible attire and

utilize lights on their bikes. One last suggestion is

for people to wave to others. Not only is this a

friendly gesture, it also helps confirm that a driver

has seen you. The banner was printed by BigPDQ

and was paid for by the Daniel J. Horal Family

Foundation. We are planning to expand the

SAFETY VOW messaging across Livingston County. 

 I S L A N D  L A K E  R E C R E A T I O N  A R E A
S A F E T Y  V O W

LETS APP COMING SOON! 

   

  As with anything new there have been some

challenges with implementing the app service.

But the extra time it is taking is going to ensure

that the end result is going to have meaningful

and lasting impact on the bus system here in our

county.  

If you recall early in 2021 LETS implemented a

project that was long in the works, ride

scheduling software. This change was part of the

greater plan and a way to bring efficiency never

seen before at LETS due to their antiquated

scheduling system. The software is live now and

has already been increasing their capacity and

ridership. 

An added benefit of using this software will be

the capacity to schedule rides on LETS and

purchase tickets using a smartphone app.

This is going to bring the LETS service on par

with surrounding communities and will

hopefully open up the service to the younger

demographic of residents who have historically

not even realized that LETS was a transportation

asset available to them. 

The app will be launching later this year and will

be branded as LETS GO! The app will be

available for free on both Apple App Store and

Google Play. In addition to scheduling rides, you

will also be able to schedule a ride and look at

past and future trips that are scheduled as well. 

We will have many more announcements about

this so stay tuned...

N E W  T E C H  F O R  A  B E T T E R  R I D E



WHAT IS MULTI-MODAL? 

   Multimodal is a term to describe activities that

we are all familiar with. Going on a walk, a bike

ride, a horseback ride, or a cruise in your car. They

are modes of transportation, but often we think of

them separately.  Some are fast and modern, and

others as old as humanity. Some are motorized by

engines and others by humans or animals.  What

they all have in common is that they move people

or things from point A to point B.

Multimodal means having multiple, several or

methods to do something. So multimodal

transportation is having several ways to transport

oneself from point A to point B and they can take

place together. Multimodal transportation

benefits communities by giving more people

more freedom and choice to get to places they

want or need in a safe manner.  Many of us go by

car, but cars are not an option for children, teens,

those with disabilities, and some elderly people

with medical conditions. Good multimodal

transportation infrastructure doesn’t leave anyone

behind, and can ease the cost, and time burdens

of transportation placed on everyone. 

One example of multimodal transportation

benefit is, say a family member cannot drive due

to a medical condition and they need to get to an

appointment at 3:30pm. However, you need to

work till 4:30pm and work has been very busy

making it hard to take time off. If your family

member can walk, roll in a motorized wheel chair,

or bike ride safely to their appointment you don’t

have to miss work.  As well as, your family member

feels independent and not a burden.   All which

will benefit everybody’s wellbeing. 

For more info on transportation termas and

research visit:

https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Mu

ltimodal-Access-to-Public-Transportation

  D E F I N I N G   W H A T  I T  M E A N S . . .

METROPARKS CONNECTOR 

  

   The project will determine a specific non-

motorized pathway route connecting the

Brighton State Recreation Area, Huron Meadows

Metro Park, Kensington Metropark and Island

Lake State Recreation Area. 

To accomplish the goals of this project, a

feasibility study of pathway alignments and

highway crossing options will be completed.

After the alternatives have been evaluated and

vetted with stakeholders and the public, a

preliminary engineering plan of the route will be

prepared. The final project products include a

preliminary pathway plan and cost opinion that

can be used to coordinate efforts with MDOT,

determine project phasing, and implementation

schedules. 

Preliminary results from the public input phase

resulted in over 1,000 individuals taking time to

respond to the survey. This volume of interest

was very significant according to planners

involved. 

For more information visit: 

 https://walkbike.info/parkconnector/

K I C K I N G  I N  T H E  M U L T I  M O D A L

P A R T  O F  T H E  T R A N S I T  M A S T E R

P L A N

https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Multimodal-Access-to-Public-Transportation
https://walkbike.info/parkconnector/


Contact our fabulous Community Collaborative Planner
Amy Johnston ajohnston@cmhliv.org to sign up to be a part
of the LCTC

Visit MoveLivCo.org and visit our Facebook page Move
Livingston County 

Visit our non motorized focused sub-committee on
Facebook at Go-Liv-Co

Reach out to the Chair Mark Hymes
markhymes@gmail.com

Reach out to the Vice Chair Neal Glazebrook
neal.glazebrook@gmail.com

 THERE ARE MANY WAYS YOU CAN HELP TO MAKE THE
OBJECTIVES AND GOALS OF THE COALITION BECOME A REALITY.  

Currently the LCTC meets once per month via zoom on the 4th
Tues of the month. 

So you want to hear more or get

more involved? 

mailto:ajohnston@cmhliv.org
http://movelivco.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MoveLivCo
https://www.facebook.com/MoveLivCo
https://www.facebook.com/Go-Liv-Co-103730758402735
mailto:markhymes@gmail.com
mailto:neal.glazebrook@gmail.com

